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WOOL VERSUS SYNTHETICS

THE FACTS
· Every time you sell 2.6 yards of 100% New Zealand wool carpet (40-ounce product) you save one gallon of gasoline. 

· The energy saved in using 10 million pounds of 100% New Zealand wool equates to 3.75 million gallons of gasoline.

· Wool is completely natural. It is composed of amino acids – the building blocks of life. Synthetics are primarily made from petroleum, which contributes to the depletion of our natural resources.

· The energy used to shear and scour wool fiber into yarn is one-third to one-sixth less than to produce synthetic fiber.

Over 60% of all the energy used to manufacture a carpet can be attributed to the fiber. Reducing the environmental impact of the fiber reduces the environmental footprint of the whole carpet. 

· Wool is more energy efficient than any type of synthetic fiber, using ¼ the energy per ton of fiber produced.  

· Every time you sell 2.6 yards of 100% New Zealand wool carpet (40-ounce product) you save one gallon of gasoline. 

· The energy saved in using 10 million pounds of 100% New Zealand wool equates to 3.75 million gallons of gasoline.

· Wool is naturally soil resistant and stain repellent. Man-made fibers require additional treatment of ant-soil and stain repellent agents.

Because wool is naturally soil and stain resistant, the application of anti-soil agents is unnecessary. Unfortunately, the absence of these highly publicized, stain-protector labels make people fear wool is difficult to maintain. Truth told, wool is a unique and complex fiber structure that releases soil more readily than synthetic carpet. 
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· Wool is biodegradable. In soil, wool readily biodegrades to produce nutrients that support plant growth. Synthetics are either sent to the landfill or recycled.

Wool is essentially a protein. Under the right conditions of moisture and humidity, it biodegrades into valuable soil nutrients. It is a good source of nitrogen and also contains some sulphur. Ground-up wool carpet can increase grass growth rates by up to 80% by supplying nutrients and conserving moisture.
· Wool is naturally health-giving, worry-free and beautiful. Synthetic benefits must be engineered into the fiber.

Mother Nature really outdid herself when it came to wool. Although it has been around for centuries, wool continues to amaze us with its benefits—many of which man has yet to replicate. Wool is a natural fiber that embraces our lives and the only one that can clothe, protect, comfort and inspire us to live well.
