WOOL : A HOT TOPIC

Over 3,500 Americans die in fires each year and an overwhelming number of these fires occur in the home. Installing a working smoke alarm and practicing a home escape plan can save lives when a fire happens; however, many of these fires can be prevented. One way to reduce the chance of fires is by selecting the right carpet.  

When it comes to fire safety, wool is the best choice. Not only does wool provide a solution to an emerging environmental dilemma, but it also performs better when that stray ember pops out of your fireplace. Wool’s natural characteristics meet the most stringent flammability standards, without any additional chemical treatment. 

Because the flammability characteristics of building materials, interior finishes and furnishings affect the speed with which a fire grows, all carpet manufactured for sale in the United States or imported must meet the acceptance criteria set down in Federal Standard FF1-70, according to the Carpet and Rug Institute. 

While all carpet sold in the U.S. has passed this test, many consumers have discovered another hot problem. When an ember from a fireplace pops out and lands on synthetic carpet, it will melt a hole in the pile, even as it self-extinguishes. Because wool fiber is naturally flame retardant and, with a higher ignition temperature, is difficult to ignite, there is no danger of melting. When a stray ember lands on wool carpet, it will smolder for a short period of time, forming an insulating layer of char, as it self-extinguishes. Rather than a hole in the carpet, all a consumer needs to do is brush away the char. If wool carpet does manage to burn, it contributes less to smoke or toxic gas formation, compared to other carpet pile fibers.

The most discriminating designers and specifiers choose wool carpet for installations with the most stringent flammability requirements, like casinos and hotels—even in closed environments such as boats and airplanes. Not only does wool bring beauty and comfort to these interiors, it helps keep people safe and gives them greater peace of mind. 
