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DAVID VERSUS GOLIATH
(Wool versus Synthetics)
Today we are taking on the Goliaths of the carpet industry.….those large and powerful synthetic producers that make 98% of the carpet fiber in the U.S.  
Sure they have huge advertising muscle and impressive recycling claims, but as the world becomes more eco-conscious it is getting harder for them to hide the fact that synthetics are made of petroleum.    
Webster describes petroleum as “a thick, flammable, yellow-to-black mixture of gaseous, liquid, and solid hydrocarbons that are found in the upper strata of the earth.” Once extracted, petroleum cannot be replaced. This means that the use of petroleum depletes our natural resources. Not only that, but it requires a lot of energy to convert petroleum into polymer and extrude it into fiber.
True…synthetic carpets can be melted and recycled. But, more petroleum is required to truck it to a recycling facility and more energy is needed to turn it back into itself. Although huge recycling strides are being made, most synthetic carpets still end up in landfills, where they remain and accumulate.    
Wool, on the other hand, is renewable and biodegradable. Once sheared, it simply grows back. Even the grass that sheep eat grows back. At end of life, wool can be returned to the soil where it biodegrades, releasing nutrients that support plant growth.

Even though there isn’t much that synthetic fiber producers can do to change its petroleum recipe, there are chemicals they can add to help it perform more like wool. A good example is soil resistance. As discussed in the last segment, wool naturally releases dry and wet spills so they can be easily cleaned. This attribute does not come naturally to synthetics. To combat stains, synthetics are treated with chemical repellants. Over time, these repellants wear off and the carpet starts to look dingy. Even with repeated cleanings, synthetics seldom look like new. 

Instead of “uglying out”, wool ages gracefully. Think about antique wool rugs that have been around for centuries. The beauty and value of these rugs even increases with age. When people are replacing wool, it is typically due to style change rather than an issue related to appearance and performance.
There are many more attributes of wool that trump synthetics…wool is fire retardant and does not melt when heated as synthetics do, it improves indoor air quality, it has excellent thermal insulating properties, it is naturally crush resistant, and is strong and durable while remaining soft to the touch. 
Wool has a winning story, but it lacks the millions and millions of dollars that the synthetic producers spend to advertise and promote their message. We need you to spread the word. You are the wool industry’s “feet on the street”.  Your knowledge, experience and voice can influence a customer’s purchase decision. 
