TESTING FOR EXCELLENCE
There is no doubt that the natural beauty and luster of New Zealand wool has an unmatched aesthetic, but there is much more to Wools of New Zealand Brand carpets than meets the eye.

Just because a carpet is made of wool…or more specifically…New Zealand wool, does not mean it automatically carries the Wools of New Zealand brand. There are specific standards that are required before a product can qualify for the coveted label. First, it must be made by a partner manufacturer that is dedicated to the production of quality wool products. These mills must adhere to minimum content requirements, which are that the product contains at least 80% wool and 60% New Zealand wool. What’s more, every construction must be submitted to a third party lab in the U.K. for testing. 
It is here that the product is subjected to rigorous tests for performance and quality. Once the products have been fully inspected and the weight, height, thickness and density of the construction have been assessed, the sample goes through numerous tests that analyze wool content, carpet construction, long and short term appearance retention and insect resistance. If specific standards are not met, the product does not pass. It is returned to the manufacturer with a report that outlines any areas of concern. Once addressed by the mill, the product must be resubmitted for additional evaluation.

All products that are approved are given a Location Guidance rating. There are three classes of end-use Location Guidance for residential and commercial application: Medium, Heavy or Extra Duty Heavy. Appropriate carpets are also identified as suitable for use on stairs and use with castor stairs. This information is often included on the manufacturer’s label. 

Another test not mentioned above involves insect resist. All products carrying the Wools of New Zealand Brand must be insect resist treated and tested for fastness. This is a topic I will address more fully in the next audio segment, but for now it is important to know that wool carpets and rugs can be damaged by wool-eating insects, just like wool garments. When summer arrives, the wool clothes and blankets we love must be packed away with moth balls or cedar planks to prevent them from moths. Wool carpets and rugs are equally susceptible to damage if they go untreated. Wools of New Zealand ensures that a consumer’s investment is protected by requiring the application of a moth-resist agent.    
The Wools of New Zealand brand isn’t a symbol to be taken lightly. There is a lot that goes into making carpets and rugs that meets our brand requirements. We established these requirements to parallel the high quality, cleanness and whiteness of our fiber, which is based on long-term investment in scientific sheep breeding and agricultural land management techniques. It is no wonder the Wools of New Zealand brand represents the standard of excellence in wool carpets and rugs. 

