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BATTLE OF THE BUGS
It’s not a pretty subject, but the existence of moths, carpet beetles and dust mites are realities that are worth addressing. In the last audio segment we touched on the topic when discussing Wools of New Zealand’s testing requirements. We noted that, in order to carry the Wools of New Zealand brand, a carpet or rug must be insect resist treated.
In this segment, we will explain why…

Pesky insects—so small you hardly notice them—can do damage to wool garments and other textile items around your home. It is the babies that are the culprits—eating their way through your sweaters, jackets, pants, carpets, rugs and upholstery. And it isn’t just wool they feed on—silk, feathers and leather are also vulnerable.  

Adult moths do no damage—except to leave behind their eggs from which the hungry larvae hatch. They typically lay these eggs in dark areas, which explains why it is important to pack wool clothes in moth balls or cedar chips during the summer. It is also why untreated wool carpets and rugs tend to experience moth damage in the dark recesses of a room—under sofas, chairs and behind floor-length drapes, where we don’t notice the problem until it is too late. 

Another destructive pest is the carpet beetle. Like moths, its larvae prefer to nibble on wool items in dark storage areas or under furniture. They do not damage rugs and carpets in regular traffic areas or where routinely vacuumed. 
To prevent insect damage of any type, carpets and rugs carrying the Wools of New Zealand Brand are required to be insect–resist treated during manufacture. An agent, typically permethrin, is applied in the dye bath. It is harmless to humans and pets because only trace amounts of the agent, with low mammalian toxicity, are applied. Application during manufacture enables complete penetration of the agent into the wool fibers so it cannot be removed during vacuuming and wet cleaning. 
Dust mites are another nuisance, yet they work a little differently. Dust mites don’t eat natural fibers; instead they have an antigen in their feces that, when inhaled, can aggravate those with asthma. Unfortunately, all carpets—wool and synthetics—have been wrongfully blamed when it comes to dust mites. The truth is…hard surface areas are much worse since dust can’t be held in its structure, like carpet. When you walk on a  hard surface, it stirs up the dust so it gets in the air where it can be inhaled. With carpets, the dust is held in the pile until it can be vacuumed. The most receptive habitat for dust mites are beds and upholstery, which have the right conditions of temperature and humidity; carpets are usually too cold and too dry. 
Now that we’ve taken care of this pesky business, we can focus on more exciting news. That being…the launch by Wools of New Zealand of a new companion brand called Laneve. We’ll be telling you all about it in the next segment. So…stay tuned.
